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Béaloideaséir ag taifeadadh cuimhni Maire agus Cait Ruiséal 6 Dhdn Chaoin, 1942

Le caoinchead 6 Chartlanna an Cholaiste Ollscoile, Baile Atha Cliath

Folklorist recording the memories of Mdire and Cdit Ruiséal of Dunquin, 1942

Courtesy of University College Dublin Archives

Ta scéalta oileanaigh na mBlascaodai a n-insint
san lonad. Mheall an saol uathdil a chaith siad
aird lucht béaloidis agus scolairi eile as ar fud
na cruinne, agus baiad na scoldiri sin a spreag
iad chun a gcuimhni cinn a chur ar par.

Thug an dramadadir, | M Synge, cuairt ar an
oileanin 1905. D’fhan sé le fear an phoist, ‘r’
an oileain. Ba ar ainion a bhunaigh Synge
an banlaoch, Pegeen Mike, in ‘The Playboy
of the Western World'.

Chaith Tomés O Criomhthain (1856-1937)

a shaol ar fad ar an mBlaoscaod Moér.

Seo a leanas a scriobh sé ina chuimhni cinn:
‘Beidh an Blascaod la gan éinne ade’n dream
ata luaidhte agam sa leabhar so — na éinne
go mbeidh cuimhne aige orainn. ‘Chuir Muiris
O Stilleabhdin (1904-1953) an bige mar a
chaith sé ar an oileanii scribhinn.

Rugadh an seanchai Peig Sayers (1873-1958)
ar an mérthir ach phds si oilednach. Ta
cnuasach ollmhér scéalta béaloidis agus
finscéalta a bailiodh uaithi foilsithe i leabhair
agus i bhfoirm taifeadtai.

Is é oidhreacht na n-oilednach a gcuimhni cinn
maidir leis an ré ata thart, cuimhni cinn ata
taifeadtai litriocht na mBlascaodai.
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The Centre tells the story of the Blasket
islanders. Their unique way of life came

to the attention of folklorists and other
scholars from the outside world who
encouraged them to record their memories.

Playwright | M Synge visited in 1905.

He stayed with the postman, the island’s
‘king’. His daughter inspired Synge’s
heroine Pegeen Mike in ‘The Playboy of the
Western World'.

Tomds O Criomhthain (1856—1937) spent
his whole life on Great Blasket. He set down
his memories: ‘one day there will be none
left in the Blasket — and none to remember
them.’ Muiris O Sdilleabhdin (1904—-1953)
wrote of his island childhood.

Story-teller Peig Sayers (1873-1958)

was born on the mainland but married an
islander. She had an enormous repertoire
of folktales and legends which were
collected from her and published in books
and recordings.

The islanders’ legacy is their memories
of a lost way of life, recorded in the
literature of the Blaskets.
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Tomas O Criomhthain, iascaire,
seanchai, dialannai, agus ddar

Tomds O Criomhthain, fisherman,
storyteller, diarist and author
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